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The inaugural conference of the China Journal of Accounting Research (CJAR) was held on November 2 – 3 in the prestigious Sun Yat-Sen University in Guangzhou. The conference was jointly hosted by City University of Hong Kong and Sun Yat-Sen University, under the sponsorship of Hong Kong Institute of Certified Accountants. More than fifty faculties and over one hundred doctoral students from United States, Canada, Europe, Asia, and Australia attended the conference. The focus of this conference is to formally establish a CJAR board and committee, to promote the recognition of CJAR, and encourage active submissions to CJAR, and to cultivate high quality accounting research in China,   
The Symposium opened with a welcome speech of CJAR co-editor, Professor Min Hai Wei, Head of the Accounting Department of Sun Yat-Sen University, and followed by the speech of the Conference Chair and CJAR co-editor, Dr Jieping Chen, Head of the Accounting Department, City University of Hong Kong. Conference sessions are facilitated by Dr Xijia Su of City University of Hong Kong and Professor Feng Liu of Sun Yat-Sen University.  
The first keynote speech was delivered by a world-renowned accounting researcher, Professor Randall Morck from the University of Alberta, Canada. His presentation title was: “How Shareholders Should Serve Other Corporate Stakeholders.” Professor Sun Zheng, another prominent researcher from Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, gave the second keynote speech titled “Research on Corporate Governance and Accounting in China: A Survey”.  
Following the keynote speech, Paper Session I began with the presentation of Dr. Hai Feng Zhou on “Controlling Shareholder, Stock Option and the Listed Companies’ Manipulation”. Dr. Jie Ping Chen, Head of Accounting Department of City University of Hong Kong, and Dr. Meng You Zhang, Chairman of the Eagle Brand Holdings Limited served as discussants.   
Paper Session II was conducted after the lunch break. Ph. D candidate, Mr. Mao Xing Shu, from the Renmin University of China, presented a paper titled “Did the Accounting Reformation Improve the Conservatism in China?” with Professor Simin Chen of the Poly University of Hong Kong as a session discussant.
The topic of Paper Session III was “Assets Revaluation Audit and Size of Auditing Firm,” presented by Dr. Zi Ye Zhao of Shanghai University of Finance and Economics. Session discussants were Dr. Xi Wu of Central University of Finance and Economics and Mr. Jing Long Guo, partner of Shing Wing Certified Public Accountants.

Paper session IV concluded the first day’s meeting with the presentation from Mr. Xian Jie He, a Ph. D candidate, from the Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, with the title “Tunneling, Information Asymmetry and Private Placement Discount”. The discussant, Dr. Chao Chen of the California State University, Northridge offered insightful remarks.
The evening symposium banquet was hosted in Gold Coast Marina Club Hotel multipurpose clubroom right by the pearl river, the conference attendees and guests enjoyed the delicious Chinese cuisine and small group discussions. In the spacious clubroom balcony, guests indulged in the glamorous night scenes of Pearl River and comfort of the refreshing seasonal breezes.   
The next morning started with Paper Session V, titled “Do Government Control, Local Protection Affect the Enforcement of Investors Protection Law?” by Dr. Li Jun Xia of Shanghai University of Finance and Economics. Professor TJ Wong of Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Mr. Chun Hui Cheng, the two session discussants, conveyed thoughts on contributions of the paper and suggestions to future research. 
Next, Mr. Yan Chao Wang, a Ph. D candidate of Sun Yat-Sen University, gave a talk on “Cash Holdings, Ownership Structure and Cash Value” in Paper Session VI. Professor Jian Wen Chen of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology provided thorough feedbacks and critics to the paper, and facilitated a very dynamic discussion with the paper presenter and audiences.
The last Paper Session presentation was conducted by Dr. Dong Hua Chen of Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, on “The Impact of Legal Environment, Government Intervention and Invisible Contracts on Scandals”. Dr. Joseph Fan of Chinese University of Hong Kong discussed the paper and provided wonderful thoughts. 
A special talk was given next by Professor T J Wong of Chinese University of Hong Kong, titled “Governance and Accountability of Asian Family Firms.” The closing ceremony was highlighted by the presentation of the Best Paper Award, sponsored by the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Accountants. To encourage the award winners, representative of the award sponsor, Ms. Georgina Chan, honored total of three awards to Dr. Zi Ye Zhao, Mr. Xian Jie He, of Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, and Mr. Yan Chao Wang of Sun Yat-Sen University.
Despite the overrun of almost every session in both days, all of the paper presentations and discussions were well received and the responses were overwhelmingly positive. In the preliminary meetings of the conference, guidelines have been discussed by the editorial board members with regard to issues such as the directive of the journal, procedure of reviewing, future publishing and conference timetable, remuneration of editorial board and reviewers. Through the preliminary meeting and conference sessions, CJAR board and editors established a positive prospect and expanded the circle of participation.

The farewell lunch was hosted in the Zi Jin Hua Restaurant on campus, where participants and guests celebrated the successful conclusion of the conference.
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