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Bear Tse (left) mingles with other 
Deloitte Club members and HR staff

Ivy Chan and her teammates on the final 
day of 1st year KPMG internship training

Kathy Yuen (left) and her KPMG mentor, who has 
taught her many IT techniques 

Kathy Yuen (left) and her schoolmates 
complete their internships at KPMG
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*More at www.cityu.edu.hk/ac

Every year, the Department of Accountancy (AC) sends dozens of students 
to the student clubs organised or sponsored by the Big Four, allowing 
them to  get a taste of different Big Four cultures, better understand the 
accounting profession and maximise their potential. Accordingly, many 
of our AC graduates begin their careers in the Big Four accounting firms, 
already equipped with solid skills and relevant experience.

In this Issue

Revealing the Big Four Student Clubs

What are the Big Four Student 
Clubs?
Members of the Big Four student 
clubs receive valuable internship 
opportunities, real-life work experience, 
and networking and professional 
training. In many cases, an early job 
offer will even be granted to the “right” 
participants!

What do our Students Say?
Clubs Benefits
“Since receiving on-the-job training 
through my student club I have built up 
a network, which will be beneficial to 
my future career,” said Ivy Chan, a Year 
Two BBAAC student who has joined the 
KPMG Elite Programme.

Students can also gain unique work 
experience that can be difficult to attain 

elsewhere. “During my internship with 
KPMG, I went to a mini-cocktail party 
as a celebration for the completion of a 
project. This was my first time to attend 
a business party! It was a wonderful 
night!” added Kathy Yuen, another Year 
Two BBAAC student.
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Welcome party for PwC LEAPers

Students at a departmental briefing on the Big Four student clubs 
Two BBAAC students share their experiences with freshmen during the KPMG Elite 
Programme Information Session

Bear Tse (second right) takes 
part in an interview with 
Mr Peter Koo (middle), an 
Enterprise Risk Services Partner

Selection Criteria

As exemplified by our students who 
have been successfully admitted to the 
Big Four student clubs, the following 
are desirable qualities that these clubs 
are seeking. 

Students can join the briefing sessions and preparation workshops organised 
by the Department to gain a better understanding of the overall recruitment 
processes of the Big Four student clubs and to brush up on their soft skills, thereby 
helping them to stand out from the crowd.

For more information on the student clubs organised or sponsored by the Big Four accounting firms, please visit:

Deloitte Club: http://careers.deloitte.com/china/students/students_internships.aspx 
KPMG Elite Programme: http://www.kpmg.com/cn/en/JoinUs/Elites/Pages/default.aspx 

PwC LEAP: http://www.pwchk.com/home/eng/leap.html

Strong sense of social awareness

Good team player

Strong business acumen

Highly motivated

Critical mindset

Logical and analytical

Committed to the work

Self-confident yet respectful

“It’s a precious chance to experience 
the real situation of the business 
environment, which textbooks cannot 
cover,” noted Christy Tang, a recent 

BBAAC graduate, who participated in 
PwC LEAP and is now working as an 
Audit Associate.

“The internship and professional 
workshops provide valuable experience 
and are very important to me. Before 
graduation, I have identified the 
abilities that can equip me with the 
skills I will need to succeed in the 
workplace,” explained Tim Chen, a Year 
Two BBAAMIS student and member of 
the Deloitte Club.

Joining the Big Four student clubs has 
helped our students to gain a better 
understanding of their career path and 
job nature, and allowed them to plan 
their careers at an early stage.

“Through attending the workshops at 
the Deloitte Club, I have learned more 
about the specific service line and 
as a result have decided to enter the 
business services sector of the Big Four. 
I believe it fits my goals for long-term 
career development,” said Bear Tse, a 
Year Three BBAAC student.

Visiting Renowned International Companies

Meeting Top Local Students

Studying at National Taiwan University

In Taiwan
26 December 2010 – 9 January 2011

Last  winter break, when most students were celebrating their long-
awaited Christmas and New Year holidays, a group of high-calibre students 
on the Master of Arts in International Accounting programme (MAIA) kicked 
off their exchange tour to National Taiwan University (NTU) to broaden their 
learning experience and gain practical exposure to multinational accounting 
issues.

Good communicator

Taiwan Management Accounting Study Tour 2011
Master of Arts in International Accounting Programme 

Exciting Activities — Learning Outside the Classroom  
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Master of Arts in International Accounting (CityU)
•	 Full-time programme available
•	 Accredited by the Hong Kong Institute of Certified 

Public Accountants (HKICPA) under its Qualification 
Programme (QP)

•	 Focusing on developing experts in international 
accounting and taxation 

•	 Featuring a two-week intensive course in NTU 

Work Hard and Play Hard

Many people love to visit Taiwan, so no doubt 
this exchange tour was a golden opportunity 
for our students to explore the history and 
beautiful scenery of Taiwan, also known as 
“Treasure Island”.

Having the chance to take a closer look 
at the local heritage, exotic culture and 
architectural landmarks such as Chiang 
Kai-shek Memorial Hall and skyscrapers 
such as Taipei 101 in the modernised 
regions added an enchanting dimension 
to their trip.

“Students are required to submit 
group projects during the trip, and the 
timeframe is extremely tight. This is a 
good opportunity for our students to 
cooperate with each other, and establish 
trust with our teaching staff. This can 
build a positive learning atmosphere that 
facilitates further teaching activities,” 
said Dr Tony Shieh, MAIA Programme 
Leader.

National Taiwan University 
•	 Over 30,000 students 
•	 The most prestigious and highest-ranking 

university in Taiwan
•	 With 11 colleges, 54 departments and 103 

graduate institutes
•	 With four university-level research centres

5
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China is one of the fastest emerging economies 
in the world, with average growth rates of about 
10% in the past two decades. In 2011, it became 
the world’s second largest economy, second only 
to the United States.

The Guangzhou Study Tour began in 2006. In 
the years since, the Department, fully aware of 
the growing importance of the China market, 
has initiated various exchange programmes and 
study tours designed to equip our students with 

On 23 December 2010, 40 AC undergraduate 
students departed from Hong Kong on the 
Guangzhou Study Tour. Located in Guangdong 
Province, SYSU has four campuses with a total area 
of 6.17 square kilometres, surrounded by beautiful 
scenery with trees and lawns, ideal for study and 
research.

The Guangzhou Study Tour is a three-credit-bearing 
course that covers China accounting, China taxation 
and corporate governance practices in China. During 
the study tour, students resided in and attended 

The study tour included a number of company visits, 
offering students an invaluable opportunity to meet 
the management personnel of Chinese companies 
and to gain first-hand information.

Firm Visits and Sightseeing in Guangzhou

Guangzhou ranks as China’s third largest city after 
Shanghai and Beijing. It is also the largest city in 
southern China and functions as the transportation 
hub of the region, attracting a large amount of foreign 
investment, particularly from heavy industries such as 
automobile manufacturing. 

Our students were honoured to have the opportunity to 
visit the manufacturing facilities of Dongfeng Nissan, 
one of the most successful and largest automobile 
joint ventures in China. They were also well-received 
by the representatives of BDO China Li Xin Da Hua 
CPA Co Ltd, one of China’s biggest audit firms, which 
ranks just behind the Big Four. The representatives of 
both companies shared their valuable insights into 
their industries with our students.

Study tour participants also managed to spend some 
time visiting Guangzhou’s famous attractions and 
sampling its fascinating nightlife. “It was a truly 
eye-opening trip. We visited a number of the leading 
enterprises of our country, learnt from the greatest 
scholars and witnessed how the economic miracle 
has facilitated the development of China,” concluded 
one of our undergraduate students.

the China accounting knowledge they need to 
remain at the forefront of the accounting industry.

Founded in 1924 by Dr Sun Yat-sen – one of the 20th 
century’s great leaders – Sun Yat-sen University 
(SYSU) is a vibrant community of scholarship and 
learning characterised by its revolutionary spirit. 
SYSU’s mission is to advance knowledge and 
educate students in the arts, science, technology, 
and other academic areas that will best serve the 
nation and the world in the 21st century.

lectures at SYSU, the most prestigious university 
in southern China, where they joined a group of 
elite SYSU students to exchange ideas on the most 
relevant international and Chinese accounting 
and taxation issues. This opportunity certainly 
broadened their vision and raised their awareness 
of the topical issues in China’s accounting sector.



University of Victoria, Canada 
(Cheung Pak Lun, Warren) 

Canadian Rockies road trip

Indiana University Bloomington, USA 
(Wang Yanan, Jane)  

“Trick or Treat” on Halloween night

First encounter with snow in Oslo

Aston University, UK  
(Lam Wing Yan, Janice)

Aston University, UK  
(Lam Wing Yan, Janice)

Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)  

Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)

Marvelling at Berlin Cathedral

Netherlands’ flower fields

Indiana University Bloomington, USA 
(Wang Yanan, Jane)

The Statue of Liberty, an icon of freedom 

A lazy afternoon in Langelinie

Copenhagen Business School, Denmark  
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)  

Indiana University Bloomington, USA 
(Wang Yanan, Jane)  

University of Victoria , Canada 
(Cheung Pak Lun, Warren)  

Picking up social etiquette at a high table dinner 

Off-roading in the Lake District

Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main, 
Germany  

(Pang Tin Wai, Tina) 

Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands  
(Zeng Guangming, Henry) 

Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)  

Aston University, UK 
(Lam Wing Yan, Janice)

Shop selling chocolates at Easter

Oktoberfest in Munich, the world’s most 
famous Beer Festival

Clarkson University, USA 
(Wan Yuen Ho, Kathy) 

A short Valentine verse to the teacher

Clarkson University, USA  
(Wan Yuen Ho, Kathy) 

Valentine’s Day house party at Hall 

Falling in love with Belgium’s gourmet 
chocolate dessert

Manti, a Turkish dumpling

Tasting German sausage in Frankfurt’s Zeil 

Erasmus University Rotterdam,  
Netherlands  

(Zeng Guangming, Henry) 

Bogazici University, Turkey 
(Ji Ran)

Goethe-Universität Frankfurt am Main   
Germany 

(Pang Tin Wai, Tina) 

Danish folk dancing and live concert

Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)  

Conseco Fieldhouse, home of the 
Indiana Pacers NBA basketball teams 
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Birthday blessings from exchange friends
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Every year, the Department sponsors over 50 AC students to attend renowned 
universities around the world, in countries such as Canada, Denmark, 
Germany, mainland China, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

Each of these three-to-four-month study exchanges is definitely a winner 
with our students. There is a heap of things our students adore about their 
exchange experiences, but here we just give you the top things on the list 
that make our students say, “I love exchange life.”

Travelling is never tiring but enjoyable. “In 
the one-month Easter break, I travelled to 
Barcelona, Rome, Florence, Venice, Berlin, 
Vienna, Bratislava in Slovakia and Paris. 
I’m now a certified shopaholic, and the 
flea markets are my favourite place to 
rummage around. I scored really rare finds 
for just a few dollars!” exchange student 
Janice Lam said.



Date Activity

14 Jan 11 Executive Mentoring Scheme (Year One to Year Three): Thanksgiving cum Inauguration Dinner

15 Feb 11 Professional Seminar: Accounting as a Profession – Accountants’ Ethical and Anti-Corruption Requirements

23 Feb 11 Briefing Session: Big Four Student Clubs

08 Mar 11 Training Workshop: Career Choice and Big Four Demand

25 Mar 11 Accounting Scholars Programme (Year Two and Year Three): Dinner Gathering with Professional and Internal 
Mentors

07 Apr 11 Preparatory Workshop and Interview: Deloitte 2011 Summer Internship

13 Apr 11 Mock Assessment Workshop: Deloitte 2011 Summer Internship

18 Apr 11 Information Session: Internship Programme & Financial Planner Programme by China Life Insurance (Overseas) 
Co Ltd

12 May 11 Training Workshop: Aptitude Test for KPMG Elite Programme

15-29 May 11 Study Tour: Taiwan Management Accounting Study Tour (TMAST)

18 May 11 Training Session and Interview: IRD 2011 Summer Internship Programme

18 May 11 Professional Seminar: Good Financial Reporting and Regulation of Audit Profession in Hong Kong – The Role of 
the Financial Reporting Council (FRC)

23 May 11 Interview Skills Workshop: KPMG Elite Programme & Deloitte Club 

25 May 11 & 3 Jun 11 Training Workshop: PricewaterhouseCoopers Scholarship 2011 

28-29 May 11 Interview Skills Workshop: Singapore Graduate Employment 2011

07 Jun 11 Accounting Scholars Programme (Year Two): Training Workshop on Big Four Recruitment

11-12 Jun 11 Interview Skills Workshop: Singapore Internship Programme 2011-12

17 Jun 11 Information Session: Deloitte Tax Championship 2011

20-24 Jun 11 Study Tour: Singapore

List of Select Student Activities

Look What’s Happening! 
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For years, the Department has 
organised professional seminars with 
experienced speakers from government 
bodies and industry.

In February 2011, we were pleased 
to welcome Ms Mabel Chu, a 
representative of the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption 
(ICAC), who shared her thoughts 
on the topic “Accounting as a 
Profession: Accountants’ Ethical 
and Anti-Corruption Requirements” 
with our students. Through case 
studies and a video presentation, 

Ms Chu highlighted the importance 
of corporate governance in preventing 
corruption, addressed the major issues 
surrounding ethical dilemmas and 
discussed situations in which there is a  
conflict of interest.

This seminar not only enhanced 
students’ vigilance against corruption 
and dishonest acts in the accounting 
profession, but also equipped them 
with the legal knowledge and necessary 
skills to identify and handle suspected 
cases of malpractice. 

EMS Newcomers Kick Off an Exciting 2011 at Inauguration

On 14 January, the Department 
organised its Executive Mentoring 
Scheme (EMS) Thanksgiving Dinner 
cum Inauguration Dinner 2011, during 
which professors, mentors, EMS 2010 
alumni and 2011 newcomers shared 
their remarkable experiences of 2010 
and kicked off the 2011 EMS.

It was a night for AC undergraduate 
Final Year students to show 
appreciation to their mentors for 
guiding them over the past year and 
for AC Year Two students to meet their 
mentors for the first time.

Students expressed different views of 
the EMS programme. Most admitted 
that the programme had provided 
them with opportunities to learn more 
about the accounting field and to 
expand their social network. Although 
some said they were desperate to 
seek advice on whether they were 
suited to a career as an auditor, others 
hoped that their mentors could act as 
life coaches and provide them with 

insightful direction.

Some of the mentors 
described the EMS as a 
win-win programme. “I 
was introduced to the 
EMS programme through 
my friend. It’s useful not 
only for passing my 
knowledge onto the 
younger generation, 
but it also gives me the 
opportunity to learn 
something new from 
them. It helps me keep track of the 
youngsters,” Mr Alex Ku said.

“I want to give back through this EMS 
programme because I have received 
help along the way, and I want to 
assist the Department in their mission 
to foster youth,” commented an 
AC graduate who has served as an 
EMS mentor since the programme’s 
inception.

The highlight of the dinner came when 

ICAC Talk Empowers Students to Combat Corruption

a group of Year Two students presented 
a birthday cake to their mentor, Mr Eric 
Chan. Happy birthday, Eric! What a 
nice surprise!

At the end of the dinner, everyone 
exchanged contact details and took 
pictures before bidding “au revoir” to 
one another. All of the participants had 
a wonderful night that added zest to 
their university life.
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In preparation for the upcoming 3-3-4 academic structure, the Department has 
been aggressively appointing the world’s best accounting professionals to join 
our enthusiastic and caring team.

The AC family welcomes aboard Dr Joseph Johnston, Dr Zheng Wang, Dr Raymond 
Wong and Dr Liandong Zhang! With these new members and our existing faculty 
members, the Department is striving to offer students a friendly yet fruitful 
learning environment.

The following are profiles of our new faculty members.

Dr Johnston received his PhD degree from 
Louisiana State University after completing 
the Master of Professional Accountancy 
programme at Louisiana Tech University. 
His research expertise includes capital 
markets, price informativeness and earnings 
quality. Joseph’s recent research investigates 
how financial reporting improves a firm’s 
information environment, and his teaching 
interests include financial reporting, 
accounting information systems, and cost 
accounting. In his free time, Joseph enjoys 
spending time outdoors with his family.

Dr Wang received her PhD degree in 
accounting from the University of Maryland. 
After she graduated from Peking University, 
she furthered her studies in the United 
Kingdom, obtaining a Master of Science in 
Accounting and Finance from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science. 
Her research interests lie in the area of 
capital markets, financial reporting and 
analyst information. Her teaching areas 
include introductory financial and managerial 
accounting and intermediate financial 
accounting. Outside of work, Zheng enjoys 
travelling, playing tennis and swimming.

Dr Wong is enthusiastic about accounting and nurturing 
the new generation of professional accountants. After 
he received his PhD degree in accounting at The Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University, he went on to become 
a qualified accountant from ACCA (UK) and CPA 
(Australia). In an effort to facilitate the development 
of the accounting and company secretarial professions, 
he is an active member of such major professional 
bodies, such as ACCA, HKICPA and HKICS. Raymond is a 
married Christian who loves travelling and sharing his 
knowledge with the younger generation.

Dr Zhang obtained his PhD degree from Nanyang 
Technological University after graduating from 
Tsinghua University. His recent research focuses 
on understanding the precursors of stock price 
crashes. Some of his studies have been published 
in world-leading accounting and finance journals, 
such as the Journal of Financial Economics and The 
Accounting Review. He also serves as a referee 
for leading accounting journals and conferences, 
such as the China Journal of Accounting Research, 
Contemporary Accounting Research, The 
Accounting Review and The American Accounting 
Association. In his spare time, Liandong enjoys 
swimming, hiking and reading.

New Impulses for Powerhouse of Accountancy

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic honesty is central to the conduct of academic work. To enhance their 
understanding of academic honesty, all CityU students are required to complete 
an online tutorial and make a declaration of their understanding of this core 
academic principle. Students must complete this requirement on or before the 
deadline below that applies to them in order to access their course grades.
Additional details will be announced soon.

Deadlines: 
Current Students*: 30 November 2011

New Students:
-	 Students admitted in the 2011 Summer Term and in Semester A 2011/12:  

30 November 2011
-	 Students admitted in Semester B 2011/12: 30 April 2012

* 	Those graduating in Summer 2011 are not counted.  Those students who have 
taken the earlier version of the online tutorial and declared their understanding 
of the subject have already satisfied this requirement.

Dr Joseph Atkins JOHNSTON 
Assistant Professor

Dr Zheng WANG 
Assistant Professor

Dr Raymond Man Kong WONG 
Assistant Professor

Dr Liandong ZHANG 
Assistant Professor



Facebook Inbox
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AC students are happy to share their thoughts on the various programmes 
organised by the Department.

As the old Chinese saying goes, “Travelling thousands of miles is better than 
reading thousands of books”. Despite studying alone in unfamiliar places, our 
students never feel lonely. Instead, they befriend people all around the globe.

Sweet Memories of University Life

Exchange Programmes
While studying in the United States, 
Jane Wang opened her heart to make 
new friends. She misses the happy 
moments of watching three live NBA 

Warren Cheung will never forget his 
studies in Canada and how he solved 
the problem of budget limitations 
when planning a cross-country trip. 
Warren vows that he will never again 
travel from Vancouver to Banff by 
spending 17 hours on a bus!

games and celebrating Thanksgiving 
and Halloween in a small town with 
friends from different countries.

Carrie Liu, who carried a huge 
backpack on her travels to 16 cities in 
eight countries in Europe, misses her 
days of studying too. This may be her 
only chance to travel around Europe 
for such a long period and to make so 
many new buddies.

The study culture in Europe impressed 
Carrie Liu a lot. It was an eye-opening 
experience, she said. A mock business 
meeting held by her university in 
Copenhagen was just like a “mini-
United Nations!” Carrie exclaimed. 
Experiencing a variety of exotic 
cultures broadened her horizons. She 
also discovered that European students 
emphasis depth of understanding and 
read extensively in the subjects they 
are studying. Her university even sets 
aside a semester break for students to 
read!

Internships
Joining internship programmes has 
also proved to be an invaluable 
experience for our students. Jane Wang 
learnt many soft skills and acquired 
professional knowledge from her 
colleagues and mentors at Deloitte 
Touche Tohmatsu (HK). 

Life Lessons
For Ami Tsoi, a Year Three BBAAC 
student, university life has been 
full of tears and joy. In spite of the 
intensive coursework, projects and 
examinations, the most memorable 
aspects for her are staying overnight 
in the library, discussing complicated 

accounting topics with her teammates, 
participating in difficult interviews, and 
joining a wide range of programmes 
and activities. She is glad to have been 
a member of such a warm-hearted 
department with many kind and caring 
professors and friends.

Looking back, the time spent at 
university was short, but it was filled 
with many precious and unforgettable 
memories, and the friendships made 
and knowledge acquired will never 
fade.



Gallery

Research Seminars
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Newly elected committee members take their official oath

Mr David Yip, AC Undergraduate Programme Coordinator, is invited as Guest 
Speaker 

Even on the jump ball, players are ready to score the first basket! (Left) 
Player No. 2 makes a beautiful jump shot! (Right)

From students to professionals – our students take part in a firm visit 
and get a taste of the business world 

Accountancy Society Corner

Select activities

January 2011
Associate Degree 
Sharing Session

February 2011
The 26th Accountancy 
Society Inauguration 
Ceremony 

April 2011 Sports Competition

May 2011 KPMG Firm Visit

The Accountancy Society is a student organisation 
that brings CityU accounting students and 
professionals together. It organises various 
professional workshops, community services 
and social events tailor-made to the interests 
of its members. It helps students to establish 
social networks with people from different 
backgrounds, and provides learning platforms 
related to academia and the accounting industry.

For enquiries and further information, please send 
an email to the Accountancy Society at <su-ads@
student.cityu.edu.hk>.

Prof. Ramji Balakrishnan (Feb 2011) Dr Ying Cao (Mar 2011)Dr Sudipta Basu (Jun 2011)

Dr John Goodwin (Mar 2011) Dr Ole-Kristian Hope (Apr 2011) Dr Mozaffar Khan (Mar 2011)

Dr Oliver Zhen Li (Jun 2011) Dr Yue Li (Mar 2011) Dr Neale O’Connor (Apr 2011)



Talks  and  Workshops
Study Exchange  
(Semester B, 2010-11)

1918

Prof. Joseph Weintrop (Mar 2011)
Prof. Yuan Zhang (Apr 2011)Dr Yong Yu (May 2011)

Dr Zili Zhuang (Jan 2011) Aston University, UK (Lam Wing Yan, Janice)

Bogazici University, Turkey (Ji Ran) Bogazici University, Turkey (Ji Ran) Copenhagen Business School, Denmark 
(Liu Shiyi, Carrie)

Bogazici University, Turkey (Ji Ran)

Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands  
(Zeng Guangming, Henry) Lancaster University, UK  

(Tang Fong Yuen, Fonnie)

Indiana University Bloomington, USA  
(Wang Yanan, Jane)

University of Victoria, Canada  
(Cheung Pak Lun, Warren) 

University of Victoria, Canada  
(Cheung Pak Lun, Warren)

Information Session on Graduate Employment 
Opportunities in Singapore (Apr 2011)

Information Session on KPMG Elite Programme  
(Mar 2011)

Professional Seminar on Accounting as a Profession - Accountants’ Ethical and Anti-Corruption Requirements (Feb 2011)

Information Session on CIMA Global Business 
Challenge Competition 2011 (Feb 2011)
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