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Professional Accreditation Recognises Our Efforts

Many of our graduates go on to become accountants and our programmes
offer a particular advantage as they are fully recognised by major professional
accountancy bodies. This means that our graduates gain extensive exemptions
from the professional examinations of these bodies. Moreover, external
accreditation of our programmes by professional bodies is an important
component of a quality assurance framework.

Each programme offers exemptions from the following professional bodies;
these are dependent on the specific course studied.

BBA(Hons) in:

(i) Accountancy; (i) Accountancy and Law; (iii) Accountancy and Management
Information Systems

e Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)

Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA)

CPA Australia

Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA)

Postgraduate Certificate in Professional Accounting
e Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
o Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA)

MSc in Professional Accounting and Corporate Governance

e Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)

e Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (HKICPA) (For
Professional Accounting Stream)

e Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries (HKICS), Institute of Chartered
Secretaries and Administrators (ICSA) (For Corporate Governance Stream)

Hong Kong Institute of Certified
Public Accountants (HKICPA) QP early
bird registration

Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries (HKICS)
Corporate Governance Paper Competition and Award
Presentation

Information session by CPA Australia

Tt Hiowsg, Bamg o by Cluls

Association of International Accountants (AIA)
Case Study Competition

=

Career workshop by the Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants (ACCA) !

' Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants
(HKICPA) accreditation meeting

The Charterad Institute of Managemant
Accountanis (CIMA) X

* Founded in 1818
* A Royal Charler was granted in 1875

* In 1995, right was granted to use Chartored
Management Accountants

k

Talk by the Chartered Institute of Management
Accoutants (CIMA) |




@ Look! What's Happening

Erasmus University Rotterdam’s Visit to the Department

The Department had the pleasure of hosting
a taxation seminar for the Dutch student
delegation from the Student Union R.FV.
Christiaanse-Taxateur, Erasmus University
Rotterdam on Thursday 7 May 2009. The 20
economics and law undergraduates from
Erasmus University were lead by Professor
P. Kavelaars and Dr M.P. van der Hoek.

Dr Grant Richardson, an Associate Professor
in the Department, presented a seminar
to the students entitled "Introduction to
the Hong Kong Tax System”. The seminar
provided the students with a detailed
overview of the Hong Kong tax system and
its role in Chinese society.

After the seminar, the students and staff
from Erasmus University participated in
a morning tea party and conversed with
several staff from the Department.

The Department and Erasmus University
Rotterdam are  currently  exploring
collaborative international taxation research
and student linkages for the future.

Dr Grant Richardson from the Department giving
his presentation

Reunion Strengthens Ties with Alumni

Alumni Reunion Dinner 2009 proved to be
a wonderful opportunity for our alumni to
discuss their work and life experiences with
each other.

On 12 June 2009, around 50 alumni joined
the reunion evening at the City Chinese
Restaurant (Shing Hin). The joyful event
kicked off with a heartfelt welcome by
AC Department Associate Head Dr Sidney
Leung. Three accountancy alumni who
were amongst the first batch of students
admitted to and graduated from the then
City Polytechnic also joined this dinner to
celebrate the silver jubilee of CityU.

The dinner featured a slideshow tracing the
history and the growth of the University
and the Department. Another highlight of
the evening was a fun game that tested our
alumni’s familiarity with the University and
the Department.

The dinner was a great time for networking,
renewing old ties and forging new

connections. Many of our alumni agreed to
contribute to the Department by helping to
organise either workshops or career talks.
Their diverse business experiences will
certainly benefit our students.

The strong ties between the Department
and our alumni once again proved the
Department’s commitment in providing the
best education to future professionals.

A group of cheerful alumni attended our reunion
dinner

‘ ‘ Delegation from Erasmus University Rotterdam

Heartfelt welcome by AC Department Associate
Head Dr Sidney Leung

Academic staff and alumni were sitting together,
just like old friends



Departmental Retreat to Reengineer the Curriculum

In late April, a Departmental Retreat was
organised at the Novotel Hotel Hong Kong
Citygate to discuss the possibility of fine-
tuning the curriculum to provide even
better theoretical and practical training for
accountancy students, as an extra academic
year will be included in the new 3-3-4
education system.

Over 40 academic staff participated in this
2-day think tank event, aiming to define a
better programme framework to cultivate
our students to be the next generation’s
accounting pillars.

This retreat featured a series of speeches,
presentations, meetings and brainstorming
workshops. Industry and educational experts
provided a great number of ideas. Together
with the contributions from our academic
staff, a sophisticated curriculum framework

Souvenir presented to Mr David Santandreu Calonge, representative from the Education Development Office, CityU

was established to further enhance our
students’ learning experience.

We received great support from industry
leaders and professional academies. Mr
Philip Tsai, a senior partner of Deloitte,
who also serves as the Chairman of our
Departmental Advisory Committee, kindly
told us what employers were expecting
from students.

Professor Vijay Bhatia from the Department
of English also analysed the role of
accountants in modern society for us.
Mr David Santandreu Calonge, from the
Education Development Office gave a
briefing on how to uplift students and to
develop their confidence and self-image,
while an alumnus of our Department, Mr
Allan Lee, suggested ways of enhancing
students’ survival skills.

The sinking island — a survival game demonstrated by
Mr Lee

BBQ Gathering Connects Students and Business Elite

The Department organised a weekend
beachside BBQ on 6 June 2009 in Siu Lam,
Tuen Mun. Over 60 students and business
elites attended this joyful activity.

The BBQ was just a part of the plentiful
activities that the Executive Mentoring
Scheme (EMS) offered to its students.

A great number of people participated in the fun :
event

Organised by the Department, the EMS
offers invaluable chances for AC students
to network with business professionals.
Participants in the EMS are guided by
mentors from different business sectors.

This BBQ provided a great environment for
the students and their mentors to interact in

Faculty members, mentors and mentees

Bineering th
Accounting Curriculum”™

Department of Accountancy
City University of Hong Kong
April 29 - 30, 2009

Staff listening carefully to Mr Philip Tsai, an industry
expert

Professor Vijay Bhatia discussing the role of accountants
in modern society

a causal setting. Mentors and mentees could
dine together and exchange information with
each other. Smiling faces and laughter could
be found everywhere. This activity indeed
helped foster harmonious relationships
between mentors and mentees.

A devoted mentor chatting happily with students



GOLF (Green-Oxygen-Light-Friend) Fun Day

- a5 Far i
A group of cheerful students ready to take their
exciting golf course

The golf equipment

On 28 March 2009, a group of 28 students
participated in the Golf Introduction Day
organised by the Department. The students
gathered at the Sai Kong Public Pier and
took a ferry to the Kau Sai Chau Public Golf
Course.

At the course, the coach gave a brief
introduction to golf, including the
terminology, equipment, safety precautions
and proper etiquette. He also taught the
students some fundamental skills like
stance, address, back swing, down swing
and how to follow through after each
stroke. The students then practiced with a
No. 7 iron for an hour, before going for a
lunch buffet.

New Scholarship Attracts International Students

A new entrance scholarship has been
established by the Department to attract
international students, a move aimed at
establishing CityU as a global education
institution.

Hong Kong, as the most significant
commercial hub of China, attracts
competitive students from all over the world.
The Department initiated the scholarship,
Undergraduate Entrance Scholarships for

International Students, to target these
incoming international elites.

Recipients of this scholarship can receive
up to HK$100,000 per annum during their
study at CityU with which finance their
tuition fees and living expenses in Hong
Kong.

Eligible students should graduate from non-
local high schools, originate from countries

List of Selected Student Activities (Semester B, 2008/09)

01/05/2009 to 01/11/2009
02/07/2009
02/21/2009
02/24/2009

Accounting Scholars Programme (Year 2): Study Tour to Shanghai

Information Session and First Interview: Taiwan Study Tour (Summer 2009)

Reporting Council

03/17/2009
04/02/2009
04/07/2009
04/08/2009
04/28/2009
05/14/2009
05/17/2009

Training Workshop: Application for Deloitte Club

Information Session: Presented by CPA Australia

Briefing Session: BBA(Hons) Accountancy and Law JUPAS Application

Senior Manager, Learning and Education, PricewaterhouseCoopers Limited

05/29/2009
06/10/2009 to 06/14/2009
06/18/2009

Career Workshop: Demand of Big Ten and How to Complete Application Form
Study Tour: Singapore
Sharing Session: Deloitte Tax Championship 2009

Students listening carefully to the
introduction by the coach

Although it lasted only a couple of hours,
the event strongly prompted students’
interest in golf. "As we are going to work
in the business world, golf probably plays
an important role. Playing golf helps
executives build their networks on a casual
basis, just as the word “GOLF" consists of
Green, Oxygen, Light, and Friend”, said Yu
Shuo, one of the participants, who enjoyed
the game very much.

-

Students practising — let’s give the ball a long and straight hit

other than the PRC and achieve outstanding
academic performance.

The Department also offers various
scholarships for local, mainland and out-
bounding exchange students. Additionally,
scholarships from external parties are
available. For more information, please
visit our website http://www.cb.cityu.edu.
hk/ac/.

Master of Science in Professional Accounting and Corporate Governance: Tea Gathering with Programme Leader

Guest Lecture: “The Roles and Functions of the Financial Reporting Council” by Mr Shum Man-To and Ms Velma Cheung, Financial

Professional Seminar Series (No. 1): “Anti-Money Laundering and Counter Terrorism Financing” by Mrs Natalia Seng, HKICS President

Professional Seminar Series (No. 2): “Global Financial Crisis — where are we going from here?” by Mr Stephen Wong Yuen-shan

Briefing Session: BBA(Hons) Accountancy and Management Information Systems JUPAS Application

Career Workshop: Interview Skills for 2009-10 Singapore Internships and 2009 Singapore Graduate Employment by Mr Kit Wong,



Let’s Get on Board

Exchanges for Friendship and Personal Growth

In Semester B 2008-09, the Department sent over 50 students to live and learn
in renowned universities all over the world. An international perspective is
a valuable asset for students, so the University not only encourages, but also
financially subsidises our students to join all sorts of international exchange
activities.

Exchange is not only about studying. It also enables students to experience
that cultures differ significantly from their own, which not only broadens their

Kwok Yi Lam enjoyed her skiing experience with
other exchange students in France

“The most memorable thing is that | celebrated my
birthday with all the exchange students and some

French students at a party”. Kwok Yi Lam, who went g EUROPE EUROPE  EUROPE
to the Toulouse Business School, recalled her joyful UROPE EUROP
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cultural barrier”, Wong Tim Yu said. Wong went
to Australia’s University of Newcastle in 2009. I
get through the barrier by being more proactive
and open-minded”, added Wong.
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English class at St George Thorn Church

Main campus of the National Sun Yat-Sen University

After the flag rising ceremony at Tiananmen square
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Chan Tsz On went hiking with exchange
students in Yosemite, California, USA
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hiking, travelling and skiing together. And
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Achievers’ Road to Singapore

How we equip our students to succeed

Every year, renowned international accounting firms such
as FKT Grant Thornton and RSM Chio Lim Stone Forest offer
our students international internship opportunities. To realise
the full potential of AC students, the Department tailor-makes
different kinds of seminars, workshops and study tours. This year,
FKT Grant Thornton came to the campus to give career talks.
For interested students, we provided workshops to enhance
their soft skills, and then took them to Singapore for cultural
immersion and job interviews.

¥

Presentation from GT's top management

On 16 April 2009, Mr K. K. Wong, a Managing Partner of Foo
Kon Tan Grant Thornton, came over from Singapore to CityU to
give a presentation on internships and graduate employment
opportunities in Singapore.

Mr Wong's presentation attracted over 80 AC undergraduate
and postgraduate students. In the presentation, Mr Wong briefly
introduced Foo Kon Tan Grant Thornton, interview procedures
and career prospect in Singapore.

_"_

Interview workshop by industry expert

Mr Kit Wong — one of our alumni — now a Senior Manager of
the Learning and Education Department of Pricewaterhouse
Coopers, kindly volunteered his Sunday morning on 17 May
2009 to lecture our students about interview etiquettes.

Mr Wong gave our students a comprehensive introduction on
basicinterview structures, assessment criteriaand how to present
their best qualities to the interviewers. He also discussed some
of his own experience in preparing for interviews. This benefited
our students a lot.

The Department also invited previous Singapore interns to
give the 2009 candidates a real picture of the internship, the
recruiting companies and life in Singapore. Of course, they also
shared some tips on how to succeed in interviews.

¥

Culture exposure trip to Singapore

Subsidised by the Department, the 5-day tour included firm
visits, job interviews and sightseeing. The study tour exposed
the students to Singaporean culture, so that they could gain

AC students were all eagerly listening to Mr Wong's presentation

ore Jurong B

e STEER April at middle

attraction;

a deep understanding of their potential employers and the
working environment there.

The group visited three international auditing and consulting
firms: Foo Kon Tan Grant Thornton, Pricewaterhouse Coopers
Singapore and RSM Chio Lim Stone Forest.

_"’_

A glimpse of the interviews

Interviews tend to be high pressure and quick, but that is not
always the case. “The partners began the interview session
with jokes, making the atmosphere full of funs and laughs”,
said Eric Wong, a year-1 student. “Then, they talked about how
their accounting firm is differentiated from others, such as with
flexible career options.”

“Chatting with senior managers and partners from large
accounting firms face to face is what | had never thought of”,
Eric Wong exclaimed. Yet the students were not nervous. “The
relaxing mood kept me away from stress and nerves throughout
the whole interview", said April Chang, a final year student.

“Surely | made a right decision to join this study tour and fight
for the internship opportunity”, concluded Wong.

Student learns o

" .
overseas ake care of herself When working

Life in Singapore

Successful applicants, have the chance to live a wonderful
and meaningful life in Singapore, whereby they become more
mature and independent.
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Embracing University Life

By Tang Man Ho (BBAACLW 2009 graduate)

Opportunity, by itself, is nothing but
the beginning of something. One vital
lesson at CityU was the recognition and
realisation of opportunities. Throughout
my university life, 1 was given many
opportunities by the Department, such
as internal scholarships, nominations
for external scholarships and activity
organisation. These opportunities were
both recognitions of and incentives
for my improvement. With them, |
was exposed to many challenges that
enhanced my growth by understanding

| ——. i . _——— —
Some fun time in Korea — 2007 Korea study
programme

w

=2

estimate the pain. Nevertheless, studying
in both accounting and law not only
involves hard work, but also rewards such
as diversified thinking styles. In addition,
different teachers have unique beliefs that
enrich our ability to think. For instance,
Dr Sidney Leung's enthusiasm for the
concept of logical thinking encouraged
my curiosity about knowledge. On the
other hand, one interesting inspiration
from the BBA programme is that people
are administrating their own “life
businesses”.

Student Leadership Conference 2008




The Joy of Being at Home
By Betty Zheng (BBAAC 2009 graduate)

“There’s no place like home", Dorothy
said in the “The Wizard of 0z". Home
— where we can relax and recharge
ourselves — gives us a sense of belonging.
For me, the CityU Putonghua Debating
Team is a second home.

| have been in the Putonghua Debating
Team ever since | came to CityU. | joined
as a trainee, and participated in bunches
of mock debating competitions as my
“Debating 101" courses.

Mock debates served as warm-ups for
the real thing. Trainees were divided
into groups before debating others.
Each debate lasted for 40 minutes, but
we usually spent over 2 hours on the
discussion afterwards.

The joy of debating is not in fighting
against each other, but in seeing everyone
make progress. Mentors picked up our
flaws and missed points. We re-analysed
the problems and then debated again.
By doing this, we could truly feel our very
improvement, which was fascinating.

Following instructions, using our
knowledge and judgment, using tactics

(debating is just like accounting),

and just enjoying the process; that is "-,I

debating.

Over the years | stepped up into the team.

Finally, | became the financial secretary
of the team. After all these years of being
taken care of, now it's my turn to look
after newcomers. This has strengthened
my sense of belonging to the team and
slowly, | have begun to realise | am an
asset to it.

It's amazing to be in the same society
throughout my university life. At first it
was just an extracurricular

activity; lateritbecame part

of my life, and finally my

family — a warm shelter
where | could let go of
other things. That is
when | knew | had

a second home in
CityU.

Achievements and Awards

Putting Knowledge into Practice: IFPHK Award

Three Accountancy second-year students
were honoured with Certificates of Merit
as Top 18 Winners in the SCMP/IFPHK
Financial Planner Awards 2008.

The Department encourages and supports
its students to take part in public
competitions, which is the best way to
put knowledge into practice. "It was the
first time for us to join a competition like
this”, said the students, “we receive great
support from our teachers”.

The courses offered by the Department also
proved to be useful. “From preparation to
the final stage, we were actually applying

what we have learned — the knowledge

gained from financial
courses helped us a lot”.

management

According to the students, the competition
not only enriched their university life, but
also granted them the opportunity to have
a more in depth understanding of the
finance industry.

Jointly organised by the South China
Morning Post and Institute of Financial
Planners of Hong Kong, the Awards
recognise university students who excel
in their professional knowledge and
demonstrate financial planning skills at
the highest level.
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Based on a standard case, students had
to submit financial analyses and give
presentations, which were judged by a
group of finance professionals.

B

The SCMP/IFPHK Award Top 18: Katrina Cheung,
Winnie Tsui and Jenny Cheung



Victorious CityU Student Addresses UN Development Goals

Wang Yanan

By demonstrating her grasp of world
health issues, Wang Yanan, a Year 1 student
of the Department of Accountancy at CityU,
triumphed over more than 100 student
delegate submissions from around the
world to win the Best Position Paper Award
in an event organised by the Hong Kong
Model United Nations Club.

Wang Yanan submitted two papers on
water sanitation and disease control in
the US, the country she was nominated to
represent, for entry to the club’s Hong Kong
Model United Nations Conference 2009.

More than 400 university students from around
the world participated in the Hong Kong Model
United Nations Conference 2009 to discuss
global issues in a simulation of the UN General
Assembly

She pointed out that diseases endangering
the health of people in developing countries
had to be curbed to accomplish the United
Nation's Millennium Development Goals.
She also suggested creative ways, such as
pooled financing and revolving funds, to
attract funding to help developing countries
address water and sanitation issues.

The papers were evaluated based on
the organisation of ideas and message
communicated. Her papers provided an
account of the US" history in relation to the
topic, how the US is affected by the issues,

its political and foreign policies in this
regard and her proposed resolution.

“CityU teachers always reiterate the
importance of global vision. | participated
in this activity in order to gain a better
understanding of different national
cultures through discussion of the topics
at the conference”, Wang Yanan said. She
also found that the critical thinking and
organisational skills acquired at CityU had
been helpful in analysing the data.

The club is supported by the Office of the
Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the People's Republic of China
in the HKSAR, the Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs Bureau and the Education
Bureau of the Government of the HKSAR.
The 2009 conference attracted more than
400 university students from Hong Kong,
mainland China and overseas who formed
more than 50 delegations representing
different countries from around the world.

Established in 2005, the club aims at
raising youth awareness of global issues
and instilling in them the United Nation's
peace-keeping spirit through activities
that simulate the United Nations' General
Assembly.

Source : CityUNewsCentre




Gallery

Postgraduate Information Day (April 2009) BBAACLW JUPAS briefing session (April 2009)

BBAAMIS JUPAS briefing session (May 2009)

Outdoor Activitiey
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Gallery
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Dr Steve C Lim (January 2009) Dr Clive Lennox (January 2009)

Dr Yanmin Gao (January 2009)
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Dr Albert Tsang (March 2009) Dr Woo-Jin Chang (March 2009) Ms Yue Zhang (March 2009)

Prof Mark L DeFond (March 2009) Dr Zhang Tianyu (April 2009) Prof Charles Hsu (April 2009)
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Prof Joseph Weintrop (May 2009)

Dr Chen Zihong (May 2009) Dr Sudipta Basu (May 2009)

Dr Zhaoyang Gu (June 2009)

Prof Stephen Penman (June 2009)

Talks
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CPA Australia (April 2009)

i

Chartered Institute of Management Accountants

Financial Reporting Council (February 2009)
(March 2009)
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T——— Job Recruitment Workshop (May and June 2009)

il 2009)
Hong Kong Institute of Chartered Secretaries Foo Kon Tan Grant Thornton (Apri
(April 2009)

AC spring interns at RSM Chio Lim Stone AC spring interns at FKT Grant Thornton
Forest Singapore office (February 2009)

\ Mainland tax officials’ visit to the
Singapore office (February 2009)

Department (February 2009)
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EEEEEEEEN e
LI | ——

e Y S
SRR EEEEERD EEENEEEEN
 EEEEEEEEEEEEEENEENEENEEEEEEEEE —
- i Study visit from Erasmus University
isi Grant Thornton to meet with HR 2909

isi io Li meet the Visit to FKT Sy e oy

}(ls't't%;{rmrc ahr:(zi H? I\S/lt:r?aegFecr)r(eFSgbtr%ary 2009) Manager (February 2009)
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